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Abstracts 

 

Mr. William Burghart, PhD Candidate, University of Maryland  

BA College of William and Mary, MA University of Missouri-Columbia. Title of PhD: “How Things Fall 

apart: Pleonexia, Parasitic Greed, and Decline in Greek Thought from Thucydides to Polybius”. Papers 

read include When Gauls Attack: Propaganda versus Reality in Greek Representations of the Galatians, 

Fifth Annual History Graduate Student Association Graduate Conference, University of Maryland, College 

Park 2010; Self-Destructive Self-Interest and Panhellenism in Thucydides, History Graduate Student 

Association Graduate Conference, University of Missouri-Columbia, 2008; The Gallic Thunderbolt: The 

Impact of the Galatians on the Hellenistic World, Casual Papers, Department of Classics, University of 

Missouri-Columbia 2007. 

When Gauls Attack: an Examination of the Impact of the Galatian Kingdoms on the International Affairs of 

Hellenistic Asia Minor 

The consequences of the Gallic migration and settlement on the interstate relations of 3rd-century-BCE Hellenistic 

Asia Minor are not fully appreciated in current scholarship. Scholars such as Karl Strobel and Stephen Mitchell 

have enhanced our perception of Galatian society, but at the expense of the Galatians' geo-political significance. 

Mitchell argues that the Galatians could have been easily removed from Asia Minor if the surrounding kingdoms 

had decided to do so. When Gauls Attack challenges this assertion. It recognizes that the migrating Gauls formed 

their own complex and unique societies within the Anatolian hinterland, but argues that this fact did not reduce 

the threat the Galatians posed to their neighbors. The Gallic migration created power vacuums in both Greece and 

Asia Minor which allowed the Aetolian Federation, Antigonid Macedon, and Attalid Pergamum to rise to 

prominence. In the third century BCE, the surrounding kingdoms checked the power of the Galatians but never 

managed to subjugate them. Victories over the Galatians might have been fodder for propaganda, but the value of 

that propaganda should not be dismissed. It helped legitimize various Hellenistic powers because their citizens 

feared the Gauls. When Gauls Attack thus seeks to round out the current opinion of the Galatians, so that they can 

be appreciated both for their cultural accomplishments and for their influence on the interstate affairs of the 

Hellenistic world. 

 

Dr. Adrian G. Dumitru (Skype), Metropolitan Library of Bucharest & Visiting Fellow of the University of 

Cincinnati  

His PhD (Paris IV Sorbonne & University of Bucharest 2012) investigates the last decades of the Seleucid 

dynasty. He won several scholarships and awards, e.g. from the Getty Foundation (2007), the Gerda Henkel 
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Stiftung and the Deutsches Archäologisches Institut, Kommission für Alte Geschichte und Epigraphik, 

Munich (2011). He has also published several papers dealing with Hellenistic Byzantium and Thrace. He 

works as a research assistant for the Metropolitan Library of Bucharest and teaches the Later Roman 

Empire to the students of the University of Bucharest as an associate lecturer. 

The Galatians and the Seleucid Army 

The Seleucids came into contact with the Galatians quite early, at the beginning of their days as a ruling power in 

the Hellenistic world, in the years that followed the death of the founder of dynasty. It is difficult to assess the 

impact of the invasion of the Gaulish tribes on the Thracian dominions of the kingdom, freshly acquired after 

Couroupedion (they had been lost when Ptolemy Keraunos proclaimed himself “king”). What is certain is that 

Galatians did settle more or less at the outskirts of the empire, in Thrace and in central Anatolia and it is quite 

easy to know what their impact on the Anatolian possessions and allies of the Seleucids was. However, whether or 

not any substance is conceded to the tradition of the „elephant victory‟ of Antiochus I, the relation that the 

Seleucids had with many of the Galatians became eventually one of love and hate, for they became inseparable at 

some point in the second half of the 3rd century BCE, the Galatians being present in the Seleucid army as much in 

its finest as in its darkest moments. Galatians fought against Seleucids many times, but also found their way to 

join their ranks. “Apatourios the Gaul” was (perhaps) a confidant of Antiochus Hierax before becoming his 

assassin, and a certain Brikkon, son of Ateuristos died in Maroneia when fighting (possibly) for the Seleucids. 

Units of Galatians are present at Raphia, at Magnesia and at the parade of Daphne. This paper aims at establishing 

a fil rouge of their presence in the Seleucid army throughout the history of the dynasty. Of particular importance 

will be the question of where they were recruited (e.g., from the kingdom of Tylis or from Anatolia). Similarly 

important is the question of how the Seleucids managed to win the support of the Galatians and which role 

military settlements may have played.  

 

Prof. Dr. Konstantin Boshnakov, George-Brown College, Toronto:   

MA (1987), PhD (1993), Habilitation (2001, with a thesis on Thracian Antiquities), DHistSc (2004, with a 

thesis on Pseudo-Scymnus) St. Clement Ochridski University of Sofia, ibidem Assistant Professor (1995-

2001) and Full Professor (2001-2008); various Visiting Professorships as DAAD and Humboldt Fellow at 

the Ruprecht Karls University of Heidelberg, the Martin Luther University of Halle, the University of the 

Saarland, and the Free University of Berlin; several part-time appointments in Canada since 2008, including 

George-Brown College since 2009. His research concentrates on the interactions between Greeks and their 

non-Greek neighbours, the historical geography of the Mediterranean world, mapping of the known world, 

the origin of logography and historiography, the formation of polis institutions, Greek colonization, Greek 

diplomacy, Thracian history and religion, ancient libraries, calendars and mystery cults. His monographs 

focus on ancient writers such as Strabo, Herodotus and Pseudo-Scymnus. Most recently, he has focused on 

exploring political processes and crucial military events that led to complete restructuring of the traditional 

ethnic and cultural space of Greeks, Macedonians, Thracians, Celts, and Scythians within the period from 

the second quarter of the 4th to the end of the 3rd centuries BCE.  

„Cognitive Map‟ and „Spatial Syntax‟ of the Celtic Raids on the Eastern Mediterranean (3
rd

-2
nd

 Centuries 

BCE) 

In cognitive neuroscience, "cognitive map" is used metaphorically to define the processing and recalling of stored 

spatial information in working memory. Apart from the controversy surrounding this hypothetical construct 

regarding its exact location in the human brain, scholars agree that the term "cognitive map" implies deliberate 

and motivated encoding of environmental information in the form of a series of individually experienced and 

collectively filtered "summary representations" of often vast geographical areas. Including but not limited to 

orientation at any particular moment, assisting in wayfinding between encoded objects of specific importance in 

surrounding space, problem-solving pathing, communicating spatial knowledge to others, and obtaining 

information from external sources, "cognitive maps" can serve as a powerful explanatory tool for historical 

motivation for large-scale and dynamic processes. These include, for instance, migrations, invasions, and 

reformation of ethnicity in a new environment. Drawing upon well-known and reconsidered literary sources, 
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historical analogies as well as recent archaeological and epigraphic records, this paper takes aim at reconstructing 

both segments of the "cognitive map" of the Celts on their way to Galatia and historical scenes of their treatment 

as mercenaries in a fashion that occurs to be rather traditional than innovative for both sides of the Straits. Using 

some striking examples, this study discusses the dialectic between the shifting "cognitive map" of historical 

invaders fostering their awareness of common ethnicity, on the one hand, and their ruinous day-to-day lifestyle 

that prevented them from being ethnically re-integrated in the disintegrating Early Hellenistic environment, on the 

other hand. The nature of the opposites would be imprinted on any form of Celtic-Galatian, both mental and 

material, presence in Thrace and Anatolia forever. 

 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Adak, Akdeniz University, Antalya  

MA (1994/5) and PhD (1999), Freiburg im Breisgau. Assistant Professor (1999) and Full Professor (since 

2005), at Akdeniz University. He is editor-in-chief of the international journal Gephyra. His several 

publications include the books Metöken als Wohltäter Athens. Untersuchungen zum sozialen Austausch 

zwischen ortsansässigen Fremden und der Bürgergemeinde in klassischer und hellenistischer Zeit, Munich 

2003; (with S. Şahin): Stadiasmus Patarensis. Itinera Romana Provinciae Lyciae, Istanbul 2007; Eine 

lykische Kleinpolis und ihre Elite: Epigraphisch-archäologische Forschungen auf der Halbinsel von Lydai 

(forthcoming), as well as the articles Claudia Anassa. Eine Wohltäterin aus Patara, in Epigraphica 

Anatolica 27, 1996, 127-142; Das Grabhaus des Zosimas und der Schiffseigner Eudemos aus Olympos in 

Lykien, in Epigraphica Anatolica 28, 1997, 11-31; Die Epidosis-Aktion der Piräus-Partei im 

Bürgerkriegsjahr 403 (Lys. 31.15f.), in Klio 85.2, 2003, 304-311; Lokalisierung von Olympos und Korykos 

in Ost-Lykien, in Gephyra 1, 2004, 27-51; Olbia in Pamphylien – Die epigraphische Evidenz, in Gephyra 3, 

2006, 1-29; Zwei neue Archontenlisten aus Prusias ad Hypium, Chiron 37, 2007, 1-10; Die rhodische 

Herrschaft in Lykien und die rechtliche Stellung der Städte Xanthos, Phaselis und Melanippion, in Historia 

56, 2007, 251-279; Names, Ethnicity and Acculturation in the Pamphylian-Lycian Borderland, in R. Parker 

(ed.): Personal Names in Ancient Anatolia, Oxford 2013, 63-78; Claudia Iasonis, eine Asiarchin aus 

Lykien, in Hermes 141, 2013, 459-475. 

Public Lecture in Hagey Hall (HH) 1102: Reading the Landscape: Environmental Archaeology in Southern 

Anatolia 

After some introductory remarks on current trends in the study of Asia Minor, this presentation will focus on 

recent research conducted by the Department of Ancient History of Akdeniz University in southeast Pisidia. This 

mountainous area located north of Pamphylia and south of eastern Phrygia received little attention by Classical 

authors. It is mainly known to us today as the first kingdom that Mark Antony awarded to the Galatian Dynast 

Amyntas soon after the Battle of Philippi (42 BCE), though a territory that was yet to be conquered. Amyntas was 

later promoted to become King of Galatia, but he continued to spend most of his time waging war in southern 

Pisidia and adjacent areas of the Taurus mountain range. He was killed in 26/25 BCE after defeating the 

Homonadeis, a Pisidian tribe that was later subdued by the Roman governor Sulpicius Quirinius (Strab. geogr. 

12.5.1 [567]; 12.6.3-5 [569]; Tac. 3.48.1-3; Cass. Dio 53.26.3; S. Mitchell: Termessos, King Amyntas, and the 

War with the Sandaliôtai. A New Inscription from Pisidia, in: D. French (ed.): Studies in the History and 

Topography of Lycia and Pisidia, Ankara 1994, 95-105). Traditionally, this tribe was located around modern 

Akseki, but recent investigations have allowed us to identify the latter settlement with the Pisidian polis Tityassos. 

As a result, the Homonadeis must have dwelt further east. At any rate, Pisidia came under Roman provincial rule 

under Augustus and received veteran colonies in or shortly after 25 BCE. It remained part of the provincia 

Galatia until early in the reign of Vespasian, when its southern parts were attached to the newly founded province 

of Lycia-Pamphylia (ca. 70/71 CE, cf. M. Adak & M. Wilson: Das Vespasiansmonument von Döşeme und die 

Gründung der Doppelprovinz Lycia et Pamphylia, in Gephyra 9, 2012, 1-40). 

 

Prof. Dr. Oleg Gabelko, Institute for Oriental and Classical Studies, Russian State University for the Humanities, 

Moscow  

PhD 2007. His main research interests relate to Hellenistic Asia Minor, the Thracians, the eastern Celts, 
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Hellenistic kingship, dynastic history and chronologies. He published more than 80 works, including the 

monograph “The History of the Bithynian Kingdom” (St. Petersburg, 2005, in Russian) and (together with 

Andreas Mehl & Alexander Makhlayuk, eds.): Ruthenia Classica Aetatis Novae: A Collection of Works by 

Russian Scholars in Ancient Greek and Roman History, Stuttgart 2013. His forthcoming works include 

Keltogalatika. Essays on the Political, Military, and Ethnic History of the Celts in the Hellenistic World, 

St.-Petersburg ca. 2014 (in Russian); Proceedings of the Conference: The Celts and the Classical World: 

from Ireland to Asia Minor (Moscow, March 2013), ca. 2015. Cf. also „Phaennis‟ Oracle“ (Zosim. II. 36-

37) and Galatians‟ Passage to Asia Minor, in: E. Olshausen & H. Sonnabend (eds.), „Troianer sind wir 

gewesen“. Migrationen in der antiken Welt. Stuttgarter Kolloquium zur Historischen Geographie des 

Altertums 8 (2002), Stuttgart 2006, 211-228. A major study on the eras of the Mithridatic kingdom is in 

preparation. 

“Pseudo-Galatians” and “Pseudo-Galatia” in the Ancient Sources 

The names, geographic localization, origin and history of many Celtic tribes both from Europe and Asia were 

strange and unclear for Greeks and Romans for a long time, and this fact caused many cases of ambiguity in the 

texts of ancient authors. This paper includes four such examples of ethnics and geographical names related to the 

Galatians that are rare or mentioned only once. The first case is that of the Γαλάται Ῥιγόσαγες in Antiochos III‟s 

army (Polyb. V. 53. 3); this tribe in all probability must be identified with the Galatian Aеgosages from Thrace 

(there are several allusions on them in the same book of the Histories). The second subject is the mysterious 

Galatian ethnonym of Τοσιώποι in Plut. Mor. 259 a-c; as it seems, the appearance of this name is the result of a 

corruption in the manuscript tradition as well. The third topic is concerned with Stephanos of Byzantion‟s phrase 

on the “Galatian tribe” Γαζῆται with a reference to the Chalcidian poet Euphorion (s.v. Γάζα). But alongside with 

the fact that data of several other sources deny Stephanos‟ statement about the existence of such an ἔθνος, the very 

context (though too fragmentary) of Euphorion‟s life and works allows us to treat the Gaesates as the caste of 

professional Celtic mercenaries, connected not only with Europe (as in passages from Polybios‟ Book II), but also 

with Asia Minor. The fragments of Eratosthenes of Cyrene (Jr.)‟s Galatika (FGrHist 745 F 1-6) will be discussed, 

too, which, in spite of the opinio communis, are of valuable historical content. Special attention will finally be 

paid to the choronym Κελτογαλατία (F 1), clearly anachronistic for the 2nd cent. BCE, and to the ethnic Διανεῖς (F 

3).  

 

Mr. Thomas Nelson, MSt Candidate, University College, Oxford   

BA Oxford 2013. Distinctions include Harold Lister Sunderland Prize for best performance in Greek 

Literature Papers (Oxford University, 2013) and the George Cawkwell Prize (University College, 2012) 

and the Waddington Scholarship for the best Classicist in any one year (University College, 2012, 2011). 

Papers read include Antiochus‟ “Elephant Battle” and Lucian‟s Zeuxis (10/02/2014, Oxford, Research 

Techniques in Classical Literature Graduate Seminar); Female rhetoric: Mica‟s onslaught at Thesm. 383-

404 (03/02/2014, Oxford, Aristophanes‟ Thesmophoriazusae Seminar); How „Alexandrian‟ is the 

„Alexandrian footnote‟? Markers of Intertextuality in Hellenistic Poetry (28/01/2014, Oxford, 

„Postclassicisms: Metaphors of Intertextuality‟ Seminar). 

Ideologies of Galatian Victories – a Comparative Approach  

Hellenistic kings and cities employed a whole series of analogies and allegories in representing and 

conceptualising their clashes with the Galatians in literature, art and epigraphy, ranging from the historical Persian 

Wars to the cosmic Gigantomachy. This paper will explore the shared features of such representations, including 

those of the Callimachean Hymn to Delos, the Attalid Great Altar and the Aetolian dedications in the aftermath of 

279/8, while also considering their significant differences, often as a result of their individual contexts and the 

requirements of their respective genres and media. A comparison with fifth-century Athenian propaganda will 

shed further light on the distinctive features of our Hellenistic representations, as will a comparison with the 

manner in which the Seleucids were represented as „new Persians‟ by the Ptolemies in both inscriptions and 

literature. Against this backdrop, it will then be asked how Seleucid ideology might have fitted into this larger 

picture. Although we have no extant Seleucid treatment of the „Victory of Elephants‟, an analysis of Lucian‟s own 
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version of events in his Zeuxis will suggest that Antiochus‟ victory was presented with a distinctly orientalising 

motif: the deployment of an exotic „secret weapon‟ to terrify the opposition. Parallels in Herodotus, Ctesias and 

elsewhere suggest that Antiochus‟ victory was cast as the latest in a long line of eastern victories, presenting the 

Seleucid king as the true heir and inheritor of Persian military nous. Such an implicit affirmation of continuity 

with the Achaemenid empire can be paralleled elsewhere in Seleucid propaganda, and would suggest that the 

Ptolemaic vilification of the Seleucids as „new Persians‟ was actually rooted in the Asian Kings‟ own self-

presentation. Before concluding, however, this paper will address the thorny issue of Lucian‟ possible sources and 

the reliability of his account. Although a direct link with Simonides of Magnesia‟s epic on the subject sadly seems 

implausible on current evidence, I will argue that the basic details of the account are probably drawn from some 

(pro-Seleucid) historian and thus sufficiently reliable to support this reconstruction of Seleucid self-

representation. Therefore, whereas the Ptolemies, Attalids and others were content to portray themselves as 

emblems of Greek order, civilisation and harmony, opposed to the barbaric and monstrous Gauls, Antiochus‟ 

victory appears to have been represented in more ambivalent terms, establishing no stark dichotomy. Instead, the 

Seleucid king was depicted as the ideal blend of east and west, a worthy successor of Alexander the Great. Cf. B. 

Bar-Kochva, On the Sources and Chronology of Antiochus I‟s Battle against the Galatians, in PCPS 199, 1973, 

1-8; S. Barbantani: Φάτις νικηφόρος. Frammenti di elegia encomiastica nell‟età delle Guerre Galatiche: 

Supplementum Hellenisticum 958 e 969. Milan 2001; P. Iossif: Apollo Toxotes and the Seleukids: Comme un air 

de famille‟ in P. Iossif et al. (eds.): More than Gods, Less than Men: Studies on Royal Cult and Imperial Worship, 

Studia Hellenistica 51, Leuven 2011, 229-291; A. Coşkun: Deconstructing a Myth of Seleucid History: the So-

Called „Elephant Victory‟ over the Galatians Revisited, in Phoenix 66.1-2: 57-73.  

 

Mr. Brett Bartlett, MA Candidate, Waterloo  

BA Waterloo 2013. Distinctions include several prizes of the University of Waterloo as well as 1st to 3rd 

placements in competitions of the Classical Association of Canada. Forthcoming papers include Justin‟s 

Epitome. The Unlikely Adaptation of Trogus‟ World History in Histos 2014; The Fate of Cleopatra 

Tryphaena, or: Poetic Justice in Justin, in A. Coşkun & A. McAuley: Seleukid Royal Women: Roles and 

Expectations, Swansea ca. 2015. His next paper (Cicero and the Allies of the Provinces: Rome‟s 

Mistreatment of Provinces in the Maniliana) will be held at the Graduate Workshop on Hellenistic and 

Roman Asia Minor, Waterloo, 1-2 May 2014. 

Gallograeci, Cn. Manlius Vulso, and Livy‟s Sources: Examples of Degeneration 

In Livy‟s account of the campaign of Cn. Manlius Vulso, the consul exhorts his soldiers before battle in a speech 

whereby he disparages the Galatians as the degenerate spawn of their more fearsome ancestors, against whom the 

Romans are already accustomed to fight. Indeed, the consul does not even warn the soldiers to be wary of their 

enemy, but rather of Asia‟s amoenitas, a contagio disciplinae morisque (Liv. 38.17.18). This warning stands at a 

critical point: it is doubtless an intratextual recollection of the preface where Livy recounts the failure of 

disciplina and then mores (prae. 9); and thereby this admonition looks ahead to the ironic result that Manlius 

Vulso and his victorious army will, despite his warnings, carry back to Rome the same degenerative luxuria to 

which the Galatians had previously succumbed. Yet, while Livy‟s narrative largely maintains this tradition, there 

are numerous occurrences in the text of what can only be described as vestiges of a pro-Manlian tradition. This 

tradition is apparent not only in the narrative of the consul‟s itinerary through Asia (Grainger 1995), but also in 

the speeches of Vulso and, more importantly, of his opponents. This paper shall examine Livy‟s treatment of the 

so-called Gallograeci in the rhetoric of Manlius Vulso and that of his opponents, and thereby elucidate the 

irreconcilable tensions in Livy‟s narrative for the career of the consul whose triumph marked the „luxuriae 

peregrinae origo‟ (39.6.7). Cf. also Grainger, J.D. „The Campaign of Cn. Manlius Vulso in Asia Minor‟. 

Anatolian Studies 45 (1995) 23-42. 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Elizabeth Kosmetatou (Skype), University of Springfield, Illinois  

PhD University of Cincinnati. She is the recipient of several awards, including Fulbright and Alexander-

von-Humboldt fellowships, author of numerous articles, especially on Hellenistic history, epigraphy, and 
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numismatics, and co-editor of Labored in Papyrus Leaves. Perspectives on an Epigram Collection 

Attributed to Posidippus (Harvard University Press; Cambridge, Mass. 2004; with Benjamin Acosta-

Hughes and Manuel Baumbach). She has also participated in archaeological excavations in Greece and 

Turkey including Epidaurus, Vergina, Midea, and Sagalassos. Her research interests include Classical and 

Hellenistic Greek history and archaeology, early Rome, Greek and Latin epigraphy and numismatics, 

cultural studies, and political theory. Her forthcoming book is entitled The Votives in the Delian Artemision 

and is mainly based on her study of the inventory lists of votives that were kept in temples of Apollo‟s 

sanctuary on Delos. She joined the University of Illinois in 2008. 

The Eunuch Philetairos: Galatian-Slayer and Pergamene Founding Father 

IG XI (2) 1105 from Delos preserves the complete text of an epigram that was inscribed on the base of a large 

honorific monument to a Philetairos, who is credited with decisive victories against the Galatians. Scholars have 

identified the honoree with either the dynast Philetairos, founder of the Attalid dynasty, or prince Philetairos, third 

son of king Attalos I of Pergamon. This paper will associate this monument with the Pergamene founding father 

and with Attalos I‟s charm offensive in the Greek world toward the end of the 3rd century BCE during the Second 

Macedonian War. It will also discuss the relationship between Pergamon and Galatian tribes in the first half of the 

third century BCE. The identification of the Delian honoree with the first Pergamene ruler is supported by various 

considerations. First off, the lettering of the inscription firmly places it to the second half of the third century 

BCE, while the base itself was set up next to a modest monument that commemorated Attalos I‟s famous Galatian 

victories. Philetairos himself is referred to as anax whose deeds were celebrated by sculptors and poets. Evidence 

on Attalos I‟s activities on Delos from the Artemision inventory lists suggests that the base was set up at the time 

that the first crowned king of Pergamon instituted a celebration of his great-great uncle as founder of his dynasty. 

More to the point, a study of the evidence on Galatian activity during the rulership of Philetairos in Mysia 

suggests that Attalos I‟s claims that his ancestor scored important military victories against Galatian invaders are 

exaggerated. Like many others, Philetairos opted to pay off Galatian tribes to avoid fighting them. His presumed 

military victories were therefore part of Attalos I‟s newly introduced Pergamene royal fiction that projected his 

own, real successes against the Galatians to Philetairos, in order to legitimize his own power and relatively 

recently acquired royal title, as well as create a foundation story for his dynasty. 

 

Mr. Ryan Walsh, PhD Candidate, McMaster University  

MA Waterloo 2013 with the thesis Gallo-Roman Relations under the Early Empire. How Roman Prejudice 

Shaped the History of Gaul. He gave a talk on the long-term effect of the usurpation of Vindex in Roman 

Gaul in 68 CE at the Annual Meeting of the Classical Association of Canada, London, May 2012 as well as 

a paper on Galatian queens at Seleucid Study Day IV at McGill University (Feb. 2013). 

Representation of Galatian Royal Women  

This paper will discuss Plutarch‟s descriptions of three Galatian women (mor. 257e-258a): Chiomara, wife of 

King Ortiagon, who returned home from captivity with the head of her own violator; Camma, who poisoned 

herself in order to also kill the murderer of her husband; and Stratonice, who offered her maiden Electra to her 

royal husband to ensure him dynastic continuity without being repudiated herself. Although they crossed the 

ethical boundaries of Plutarch‟s times, they are presented with much sympathy. Departing from the initial 

hypothesis that these barbarian females functioned as inverted role models for Hellenistic queens, Walsh will 

specify that, rather than queenly virtues, illustration of philandria was at the heart of these stories. The discussion 

will further point out that those women were justified in transgressing gender-defined boundaries because male 

relatives had fallen short of their moral obligations, thus urging women to act as substitutes. 
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Friday, 14 March: Galatia in the Roman Empire 

 

Dr. Edward Dandrow, University of Central Florida  

PhD Chicago 2009. He is preparing a catalogue of Roman monetization of upper Mesopotamia, with a 

particular interest in the iconography of the Severan emperors from that region (161-251 CE). In this work, 

he addresses the administrative and economic integration of the region into the Roman Empire, the coin 

types and denominations, the iconography of the coinage, and coins as expressions of civic identities. He is 

also conducting research on Roman identity and the impact of the Persian Wars, which examines how 

Romano-Persian relations and conflicts affected Roman self-perception and literary and artistic traditions 

from the 3rd to 7th centuries CE. As a member of the Pessinous Excavation Team under the direction of 

Prof. Gocha Tsetskhladze, he bears responsibility for the investigation of the coinage of Pessinous.  

The Coinage of Pessinous in the High Empire  

This paper will serve as an introduction into the coinage of Pessinous, the former temple state of Cybele which 

early under Roman rule had also become the urban centre of the Tolistobogian Galatians. Particular attention will 

be paid to the choice of the deities depicted on the coins, our main source for the civic pantheon during the High 

Empire. Cf. John Devreker: Les monnaies de Pessinonte, in idem & M. Waelkens: Les Fouilles de la 

Rijksuniversiteit te Gent a Pessinonte, 1967-1973, Bruges 1984, vol. I, 173-215, with vol. II 142-157 pls. 254-

269; 269; Melih Arslan: Pessinus ve Tavium Sikkeleri, in Anadolu Medeniyetleri Müzesi, 2005 Yıllığı, Ankara 

2006, 125-181; A. Coşkun: Der Ankyraner Kaiserkult und die Transformation galatischer und phrygisch-

galatischer Identitäten in Zentralanatolien im Spiegel der Münzquellen, in idem et al. (eds.): Repräsentation von 

Identität und Zugehörigkeit im Osten der griechisch-römischen Welt, Frankfurt/M. 2009, 173-211. 

 

Dr. Angelo Verlinde (Skype), Ghent University  

MA (2005, on funerary architecture in the Roman East) and PhD (2012, on Pessinous) at Ghent University. 

He was a member of the Pessinous Excavation Team under the direction of John Devreker (2007-8), and 

again under the direction of Gocha Tsetskhladze (2009). His publications include: Monumental 

Architecture in Hellenistic and Julio-Claudian Pessinus, in BABESCH 85, 2010, 111-139; The Pessinuntine 

Sanctuary of the Mother of the Gods in light of the excavated Roman temple: fact, fiction and feasibility, 

forthcoming in in Latomus ca. 2014 (=Galatian Reader no. 5); The Roman Sanctuary Site at Pessinus. From 

Phrygian to Byzantine Times, Leuven 2014. 

Pessinountian Pottery and the Roman Temple  

3D Reconstruction of the Temple of Pessinus by Angelo 

Verlinde, 2012; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:3D_ 

reconstruction_temple_Pessinus_Angelo_Verlinde.jpg 

The Hellenistic sanctuary of the „Mother‟ was the only sanctuary 

of Pessinous with translocal fame. But, unlike Gordion, Pessinus 

had little importance before the 2nd century BCE, and even less 

before the 3rd. The Phrygian shrine is very likely a product of a 

reshaped past, fabricated in the Hellenistic period in order to 

legitimize the rule of new powers, such as the Attalids (who 

sought legitimization of their rule and a bridgehead to the east), 

the Romans (who had tied their destiny to Kybele at the end of 

the third century BCE) and the parvenu dynastai of the temple 

state who had acquired the privileged role of vassals to 

Pergamon. What followed was the spectacular expansion of a 

modest Late Phrygian settlement, in the vicinity of the sanctuary, 

which probably lay outside of the valley, near the Dindymos, 

where previously all significant worship of the Mother had taken place. The emergence of citadel architecture 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:3D_
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/d/d4/3D_reconstruction_temple_Pessinus_Angelo_Verlinde.j
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likely coincided with the erection of the sanctuary, perhaps by Attalus I. The temple in sector B at Ballıhisar was 

traditionally dated to the reign of Tiberius and interpreted as a Sebasteion (e.g., J.H.M. Strubbe: The Imperial Cult 

at Pessinous, in L. de Blois et al. (eds.): The Impact of Imperial Rome on Religions, Ritual and Religious Life in 

the Roman Empire: Proceedings of the Fifth Workshop of the International Network Impact of Empire, Münster, 

June 30-July 4, Leiden 2004, 106-121). Since this view had mainly depended on a misdated inscription from 

Ankyra, it has recently been suggested that the temple was rather the Roman successor to the shrine of Kybele, 

whether of Claudian or Augustan date, and that Theos Sebastos was only a synnaos theos (thus A. Coşkun: Von 

Anatolia bis Inscriptions of Ankara: Zwanzig Jahre Forschungen zum antiken Galatien (1993-2012), in Anatolica 

39, 2013, 69-95). But given that votive gifts related to her cult as well as topographic continuity in cult practice 

are significantly absent, this is very unlikely. A late Augustan date can now be established for the temple on the 

basis of its pottery and carvings. Its interpretation as Sebasteion is further supported by the gladiatorial facilities 

and architectural layout. The temple complex was part of an early Imperial trend in the west and Africa, in which 

the axial combination of a theatre and a temple was employed for sebasteia. Cf. Verlinde 2014a,b as above. 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Altay Coşkun, Waterloo   

Resulting from his MA eq. (1996) and PhD (1999) at Trier University and his Postdoctoral Fellowship at 

Wolfson College, Oxford University (2000-2002), he started publishing on late Roman politics, legislation, 

poetry and religion (including the book Die Gens Ausoniana an der Macht, Oxford 2002). As a Research 

Associate of the Collaborative Research Centre „Strangers and Poor People‟ (SFB 600), University of Trier, 

2002-2008 and as Visiting Professor of the SFB 600 in 2010 and 2012, he worked on Cicero and Roman 

citizenship (producing several articles and four books until 2014), Roman diplomacy, esp. amicitia relations 

(resulting in three collections of papers, starting with Roms auswärtige Freunde in der späten Republik und 

im frühen Prinzipat, Göttingen 2005) and developed a special focus on Hellenistic and Roman Galatia, 

which yielded his Habilitationsschrift Von der „Geißel Asiens‟ zu „kaiserfrommen Reichsbewohnern‟. 

Sudien zur Geschichte der Galater unter besonderer Berücksichtigung der amicitia populi Romani und der 

göttlichen Verehrung des Augustus, 3. Jh. v.-2. Jh. n.Chr. (Trier 2007). As a Humboldt Visiting Fellow 

(2009 and 2011) and Honorary University Fellow (2009-present) at the University of Exeter, UK as well as 

in his capacity as Associate Professor of Classical Studies, University of Waterloo ON (since 2009), he 

published over 20 articles on Galatian matters (cf. the bibliography of Reader, item no. 1). He is also the 

founder and spiritus rector of the Seleucid Study Group (cf. http://seleucid-genealogy.com/ssg.html). 

Mystery Aspects of the Imperial Cult in Galatia 

In the Greek inscriptions of Roman Asia Minor, there are several attestations of hiero-phantai (< hieros = sacred, 

phainein = to show, reveal), a priest title also known from the mystery cult of Eleusis, and sebasto-phantai (< 

Theos Sebastos = Deus Augustus). On this basis, most scholars (esp. Ramsey, Robert, Pleket, Brent), agree that 

the cult of the Roman emperor was often, if not always, shaped as a mystery cult, including secret rites and 

theology, although these remain opaque to us. Others (esp. Strubbe 2005, 2006) reject this idea, claiming that the 

political nature of the cult required its public celebration and that the sebastophantai had similar functions as the 

high priests (archiereis), i.e. to sponsor public games and feasts. This paper will try to offer a new explanation 

firstly by considering more broadly the highly diverse nature of the ruler cult, and secondly by studying the 

detailed evidence from Ankyra and Pessinus. 

 

Dr. Christian Wallner, Universities of Graz & Klagenfurt  

Christian Wallner, Dr. phil., born in Graz (Austria). Studies in History and Classical Philology at the Karl-

Franzens-Universität Graz and the University of Cologne (Germany). Now lecturer of Classics at the 

Universities of Graz and Klagenfurt. His main fields of research are the history of the Roman Empire, the 

contests and agonistic life in ancient Greece as well as Greek epigraphy. Since 2005, he has been 

cooperating with the Tavium International Research Project (TIRP) and studying the inscriptions of that 

area. He authored several publications on various topics, among others Soldatenkaiser und Sport 

(Frankfurt/Main etc. 1997) and Die Inschriften des Museums in Yozgat (Vienna 2011). 

http://seleucid-genealogy.com/ssg.html
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Inscriptions of the Tavium Area  

The field research conducted in and around the Galatian city of Tavium since 1997 as part of the Tavium 

International Research Project (TIRP) concluded with the 2009 campaign. During those surveys under the 

direction of K. Strobel (Alpen-Adria-Universität Klagenfurt/Austria) about 350 monuments containing 

inscriptions have been found. Tombstones make up the biggest part of the discovered material. Originating from 

the 5th or 6th century, almost all of them show the same iconographic peculiarities as well as the same formula of 

the inscription. Besides that category many milestones and some tituli of Imperial times were detected. All in all 

the inscriptions provide a much broader evidential base for reconstructing the history of Tavium in the first six 

centuries CE than the literary sources. From those epigraphic texts we get to know members of the Galatian 

aristocracy, the road system around the caput viae Tavium and – above all – the people who lived in that area. 

Especially the honorary inscriptions and gravestones deserve scholarly attention, because they offer a great 

quantity and variety of personal names. On that basis further research on Galatian identity as well as intercultural 

anthroponomy will be possible. Within the last decade two essential epigraphic collections from northern Galatia 

have been published, The inscriptions of Pessinous by J. Strubbe (Bonn 2005) and the first volume of The Greek 

and Latin inscriptions of Ankara by St. Mitchell and D. French (Munich 2012). The publication of the inscriptions 

of Tavium is still work in progress. However, the completion will considerably improve our knowledge of that 

part of Asia Minor. After a general introduction to the area of Tavium and the field research conducted there some 

inscriptions (already published as well as unpublished ones) will be presented and analysed. 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wojciech Sowa, National Science Centre, Cracow:   

Born in 1974, he studied Classical Philology and Indo-European linguistics at the Universities of Cracow, 

Vienna and Cologne. He obtained his PhD in Greek dialectology in 2002 and gained his post-doctoral 

degree of habilitation on the basis of the book “Studien zum Phrygischen” (Göttingen 2008) in 2010. From 

2002 to 2011, he held the Chair of General and Indo-European Linguistics in the Institute of Classical 

Philology at the Jagiellonian University. In 2011, he took over the position of the Discipline Coordinator 

for Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences at the National Science Centre in Cracow. As such he is the 

member of the Scientific Board of the EU Joint Research Project HERA (Humanities in the European 

Research Area). He is also a member of the Society for Indo-European Studies (Indogermanische 

Gesellschaft) and since 2008 the Polish representative on its board. Moreover, he is affiliated with the 

Comenius University in Bratislava and the University of Warsaw. He held or still holds scholarships both in 

Poland and abroad from the Foundation for Polish Science. These allowed him to study or pursue research 

abroad: Vienna (1997-98, 2000, 2003-2004), Cologne (2000-2001), London (SOAS 2005, 2007, 2009). 

Since 2009, he has been repeatedly giving lectures as Visiting Professor at the Institut für Indogermanische 

Sprachwissenschaft der Universität Münster. Shorter periods as visiting scholar and guest lecturer he spent 

in Brno, Prague, Nancy, Rouen, Paris (ENS), Halle/Saale, FU Berlin, Cologne, Freiburg (i. Br.), Bochum, 

Frankfurt, Graz, Klagenfurt, Innsbruck, Salzburg, Vilnius, Thessaloniki, Belgrade, Cambridge, Los 

Angeles. 

Linguistic and Cross-Cultural Relations in and around Galatia (3
rd

 Century BCE – 3
rd

 Century CE). 

The regions of Central Anatolia have always been the meeting place of different languages and cultures, the best 

example being the coexistence of the Hatti and Hittites in the second millennium BCE. But especially after the 

fall of the Hittite empire and the migration wave from the Balkans, different nations came into close contact, 

competing with each other, but also sharing elements of culture, a notable example being the case of the 

Phrygians who occupied the former Hittite territories. Quite complicated histories of invasions and falling empires 

(Lydians, Medes, Persians, Greeks, Galatians) can also be traced in the language material that has come down to 

us. The following observations focus on the problem of linguistic-cultural interchanges in and around Galatia in 

the period after the Celtic migration into Anatolia and the famous „Battle of the Elephants‟. Due to the preexisting 

local settlement in the regions later called „Galatia‟ one can assume the existence of the Phrygian-Greek-Celtic 

linguistic-cultural zone. In fact such relations could also have an impact upon the other languages and cultures 

even to the east of Anatolia (e.g. upon Armenian). This paper will scrutinize the fragmentary evidence (including 

Greek and Phrygian epigraphic documents and Greek literary sources) for traces of such contacts, attempting to 
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delineate some general tendencies of such an exchange, if possible. The argument will be structured 

chronologically, starting with the rise of the koine, continuing with the gradual decline of epichoric ethnolects and 

ending with the Roman period when Greek became synetheia „vernacular‟ throughout Asia Minor.  

 

Prof. Dr. Ergün Laflı, Dokuz Eylül Üniversitesi, Izmir (Skype)  

Dr Ergün Laflı is a professor of classical archaeology at the Dokuz Eylül University in Izmir and is chairing 

the Division for Medieval Archaeology and Department of Geography in charge. He was born in 1975 in 

Mersin, Turkey and holds a BA degree from the University of Ankara (1996), an MA from the University 

of Tübingen (1999) and a PhD from the University of Cologne (2003), all in classical archaeology. Since 

2006 he has edited or co-authored four books on Roman and Early Byzantine metal figurines, glass, 

inscriptions etc. Between 2005 and 2009 he directed archaeological field work in Hadrianopolis, a Roman 

and Early Byzantine site in north-central Turkey. He organized numerous archaeological congresses in 

Izmir and published various material groups from Classical Anatolia. 

Recent Studies on Kulu and Ilgın in Galatia 

The archaeology of the townships of Kulu and Ilgın of the Konya Province in southern Galatia is depending on 

the reports of 19th-cent. travellers, epigraphic research conducted over the last 30 years as well as field surveys 

undertaken by H. Bahar and G. Karauğuz of Selçuk University in the 1990s and 2000s. The aim of this paper is to 

introduce into this part of Galatia on the basis of previous studies and our own recent observations. At the 

beginning, some published and unpublished inscriptions from Kulu in Galatia will be presented. The first is a yet 

unpublished honorific inscription (11 ll.) probably of the 3rd century CE (after 212) because of the Aurelios name. 

The second item (9 ll.) is quite illegible. The third is a funerary inscription, probably mentioning the classical 

virtue of eunoia. The fourth (10 ll.) is a Christian funerary inscription of the 5th or 6th cent. CE for a certain 

Menneas by his child or children and wife; a person called Philandros may be mentioned in ll. 6-7. Next, a relief 

niche found on an acre close to the village of Fevziye near Kulu in 2010 will be presented that depicts three 

nymphs. In the second part of this paper, the historical geography of Ilgın and its close environs during the Roman 

period is characterized, and an attempt is made to associate some epigraphic data with the archaeological 

evidence. Phrygia Magna is divided from Phrygia Paroreios by the lofty range of the Sultan Dağı. Some new 

epigraphic research around Ilgın since the 2000s furthered new insights on toponyms and ethnonyms from the 

Roman period. In 2013 the author studied the inscriptions and other archaeological finds at the newly established 

city museum of Ilgın as well as at the depot of the Ilgın Fire Service. Some of the unpublished materials contain 

valuable information on the social structures of Roman Galatia.  

Cf. E. Laflı/E. Christof: A Niche with Nymphs from Kulu in Galatia: Cult and Iconography of Nymphs in Roman 

Asia Minor, in M. Aurenhammer (ed.): Sculpture in Roman Asia, Ephesus, October 1-3, 2013, Sonderschriften 

des Österreichischen Archäologischen Institutes (SoSchrÖAI) (in press). E. Laflı, Paroreios Phrygia‟sı (Ilgın ve 

Çevresi) Üzerine Kısa Notlar, in A. Boran et al. (eds.): Birinci Ulusal Ilgın Sempozyumu. Ilgın Belediyesi Kültür 

Yayınları 1, Ankara/Konya 2012, 481-485. S. Patacı & E. Laflı: Kulu‟dan Roma ve Erken Bizans Dönemleri‟ne 

Ait Bir Grup Buluntu, in M. Demirciet al. (eds.): Aidiyet, Göç ve Tarımın Şehri Kulu Sempozyumu Bildirileri, 19-

21 Ekim 2012, Konya 2013, 45-61. E. Laflı & H. Bru, Inscriptions gréco-romaines d‟Anatolie II, in Dialogues 

d'histoire ancienne 40/2, 2014. 

 

Mr. Felix John, PhD Candidate, Kiel University, Germany  

Born in 1984 in southern Germany, he studied Protestant Theology in Kiel and Hamburg. Since obtaining 

his diploma in 2009 he has been working on a dissertation project The Letter to the Galatians and historical 

Lebenswelten in Roman Asia Minor. He teaches New Testament exegesis at the Faculty of Theology at 

Kiel University. Another area of interest is the Eucharist in the context of Graeco-Roman banquet culture. 

He gave papers on Wine in the New Testament and Hermeneutics of the Bible. 
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The Letter to the Galatians and Its Context 

Since the days of William Ramsay, the addressees of the Apostle Paul‟s Letter to the Galatians usually attract 

interest concerning their geographical localization: Are they descendants of the Celts who settled in the regions of 

Ancyra, Pessinus and Tavium or do they live in the southern part of the Roman province? In recent scholarship, 

the interest in Paul‟s Galatians shifted to an analysis which is more dedicated to a history of culture and 

mentalities. In that perspective, the Galatian communities appear as part of the socio-religious history of Roman 

Galatia. Can the Galatian crisis that is reflected by the New Testament Letter then be linked to what we know 

from local cults, indigenous religions or cultural traditions? Some methodological issues have to be considered 

here. While attempting to contextualize the text, one has to differentiate between describing the main Lebenswelt 

of the addressees of the letter on the one hand and finding the exact historical connections between the Galatian 

crisis and external evidence on the other. Behind this background, the Galatians of the Pauline churches appear as 

an original phenomenon and they enrich our picture of Roman Galatia. 

 

Mr. Aitor Blanco Perez, PhD Candidate, Oxford & Visiting Student, Princeton   

BA Salamanca, MA UCL London, MSt & PhD Cand. Oxford. His publications include C. Claudius 

Lucianus: an Eirenarch from Akmoneia Selected by the Proconsul M. Sulpicius Crassus. A Note on SEG 

56.149, in ZPE 186, 2013, 190-194. Themistius and the Accession of Theodosius I (Orat. XIV), in: R. 

García-Gasco et al. (eds.): The Theodosian Age (A.D. 379-455): Power, place, belief and learning at the 

end of the Western Empire, Oxford 2013, 145-153. The Internal Insecurity of Pisidia at the End of the 3rd 

Century AD: „Barbarian‟ Attacks or a Rebellion of Roman Citizens?, in: D. Álvarez Jiménez et al. (eds.): 

El espejismo del bárbaro. Ciudadanos y extranjeros al final de la Antigüedad, Universitat Jaume I de 

Castellón: Castellón 2013, 65-86.  

*Tεκμορευειν and the Phrygian Substratum of Roman Galatia in the High Imperial Period  

The Roman province of Galatia included in its south-eastern limit the area of Antioch by Pisidia and its adjacent 

territory until the beginning of the 4th century CE. Before the designation of Antioch as caput provinciae Pisidiae, 

this area had been renowned for the control exerted by the sanctuary of Mên Askaenos in the Hellenistic period 

and the later establishment of an important Roman colony following the death of Amyntas. Only in this dynamic 

and ethnographically complex border zone have the untranslatable attestations of the verb *τεκμορεσειν and its 

derivatives been discovered. Recent studies on the cultic life of this region by G. Labarre (2009) have suggested 

the equally untranslatable Old-Phrygian form tekmor as the root of the verb. The aim of our paper is to study 

closely the two specific contexts in which the action of *τεκμορεσειν is recorded. The first group comprises a 

significant number of the worshippers of Mên Askaenos who are said to have performed this action before 

dedicating their votive inscriptions at the temple of the god. The second attestation of the verb is found in the 

nearby subscription lists of a rural cultic association that called itself Xenoi Tekmoreoi. The study of both 

particular testimonies will reveal significant similarities such as a chronology between the mid-2nd and 3rd 

centuries CE, but also crucial differences concerning the nature of the cult to which this local action appears to be 

related. Finally, we intend to determine whether the suggested Phrygian origin of *τεκμορεσειν can be supported 

by the presence of other native elements predating the impact of the Roman colonists established in this area on 

the fringes of the province. In consequence, our paper hopes to contribute to the better understanding of the 

different local substrata which were still present in Galatia in the high Roman imperial period.  


