
Geschichte

Franz Steiner Verlag

c o n t u b e r n i u m
Tübinger Beiträge zur
Universitäts- und Wissenschaftsgeschichte

88

Seleukid Ideology
Creation, Reception and Response

Edited by 
Altay Coşkun and Richard Wenghofer

Se
le

uk
id

 Id
eo

lo
gy

1

C
oş

ku
n 

/ 
W

en
gh

of
er

Franz Steiner Verlag

www.steiner-verlag.de Franz Steiner Verlag

Seleukid Perspectives   |  1

Seleukid Perspectives explore the largest 
successor kingdom to Alexander the 
Great’s empire. Seleukid kings estab-
lished their power on the battlefield but 
did not rely on coercion alone. They 
constructed an ideal of kingship to 
render their authority morally and 
religiously acceptable. For this, they 
considered the traditions and sensitivi-
ties of their soldiers, subjects, and 
neighbours, while facing the pretensions 
of their rivals. What was beneficial or 
tolerable varied dramatically from one 
polity to the next. This book examines 
local influence on and reactions to 
Seleukid claims by focusing on rituals, 

discourse, and creative moments in 
which ideological themes were shaped. 
Seleukos I (320–281 BCE) closely 
engaged with the imagery of Alexander 
and Macedonian rivals, borrowed from 
Near Eastern traditions, and courted 
sanctuaries of Apollo. Case studies for 
his descendants are drawn from Anato-
lia, Syria, Judaea, Babylonia, and Persia. 
Praise of the dynasty was more than 
flattery but part of a process in which 
subjects actively contributed to perpetu-
ating, modifying, or undermining the 
royal image. The volume encourages new 
debates on the complexity and efficacy 
of Seleukid Ideology.
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